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British said that for a true soldier, it was the greatest
shame.
The Indians said nothing. They merely wept for
their dead.
The unrest in India grew. It swept like a storm over
the country. Gandhi had touched the Indian's heart.
The movement of civil disobedience which he launched
in 1921 gathered momentum.
In the early stages of the movement the Moslems
were solidly behind Gandhi, for Britain had enraged
the Moslems by breaking the pledge about Turkey and
by depriving the Sultan of Turkey of the Holy Land.
Turkey had fought on the wrong side in World War I
and the Indian Moslem soldiers who fought for the
British were reluctant to fight their own brethren in an
imperialist Christian war. David Lloyd George, then
Prime Minister of England, had assured the Moslems
of India that the campaign against Turkey had been
necessitated only by military strategy and that there was
no desire to encroach upon the Sultan's Holy Land.
When the war was over the victors split the Asiatic
portion of Turkey between them, and the Sultan of
Turkey, the religious head of the Moslems, was noth-
ing better than a prisoner of the British. The Holy
Land was gone.
The Moslem movement which started in India to
agitate against this breach of faith by the British was
called the Khilafat movement. The question of the
Holy Land was a concrete issue which the Moslem
understood better than he did abstract issues, like de-
mocracy, and freedom,
Gandhi was'quick to see the opportunity which the
situation offered. He joined the two issues, the political